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NEW BUILDING FOE THE HISTGEICAL SOCIETY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

The following circular has heen issued to the members 
of the Historical Society : 

The Historical Society op Pennsylvania, 
No. 1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia. 
Deae Sie: 

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania is about to take a 
very important step. Its invaluable and constantly growing 
collection of books, manuscripts, portraits, etc., in many lines 
unequalled by that of any other institution in the world, im- 
peratively demands enlarged accommodations. The entire 
available space in the present structure is so crowded that 
proper facilities for the examination and consultation of these 
original sources of historical information cannot be afforded. 
The Society is therefore confronted with a grave problem, which 
can only be solved by a modified reconstruction of the present 
building, with such additions as will meet' ever-increasing re- 
quirements. The new work and the old, extended and improved, 
must be of the best modern construction and absolutely fire- 
proof, since much of the material intrusted to the care of the 
Society is of priceless value, and, once destroyed, its loss would 
be irreparable. Such reconstruction and addition will demand 
an outlay of about two hundred thousand dollars. Towards the 
accomplishment of this object, a distinguished President of the 
Society, the late Charles J. Stille, LL.D., made a most liberal 
bequest, and we hope for the cordial encouragement and finan- 
cial support of other members and friends of the Society, who, 
being apprised of the great urgency of our needs, will un- 
doubtedly contribute to the work with their accustomed gener- 
osity. The Trustees of the Building Fund ask your personal 
interest and active co-operation in this enterprise, and an early 
response on the enclosed subscription blank will be cordially 
welcomed by them. 

Yours respectfully, 

Samuel W. Penntpaokeb, 
"William Beooke Eawle, 
Thomas G. Moeton, 
Trustees of the Building Fund. 



